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Various: August 2019 CBMR Book Reviews

Book Review

Last Stop on
Market Street
Author
Matt de la Peña

Illustrator

Christian Robinson

Reviewer

Meaghan Rockwood

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

Pages

CJ asks his grandmother a series of ‘why’ questions about why
their life is the way it is. Nana answers CJ by pointing out all the
beautiful, wonderful things CJ has that he takes for granted, but
doesn’t phrase them as usual answers. Instead, Nana answers
CJ’s questions with her own questions so that CJ will take
possession of what he is feeling inside. Ultimately, CJ and Nana’s
final destination is the soup kitchen where they volunteer every
week. They then go inside, where CJ is finally happy to be where
he is in life.
Last Stop on Market Street is a beautiful book that is in an urban
setting. The author effortlessly makes the words flow off the page
like poetry, providing the reader with a mental picture of what CJ
is feeling. This book is very reflective and will help readers reflect
on their own lives. This is a great book that gives the reader a
new perspective of somebody else’s life, and focuses on themes
of gratitude for the things you may take for granted most of the
time.

32

Year
2015

ISBN

9780399257742

Publisher

G.P. Putnam’s Sons
Books for Young
Readers
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Book Review

The Day
the Crayons Quit
Author

Drew Daywalt

Illustrator
Oliver Jeffers

Reviewer
Alyssa Hurst

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary,
Intermediate,
Young Adult

Duncan has used his crayons up to their breaking point. When
he finds a stack of letters in his desk, he discovers that all of
the crayons have quit. Red, Blue, and Grey are being worn down
to the nub. Yellow and Orange are arguing about the true color
of the sun. Beige and Pink just want a chance to shine, and
Peach needs some new clothes. In the end, Duncan meets every
request in a beautiful crayon masterpiece.
This work explores both opinion and letter writing. With the help
of a few angry crayons, this story will motivate readers to write
and express their feelings on issues that need attention. With
each letter, the personality of the crayons shines through with the
creative illustrations and colorful language. Not only does this
story demonstrate good persuasive writing, but it encourages
readers to think outside the crayon box to state what really
matters.

Pages
31

Year
2013

ISBN

9780399255373

Publisher

Philomel Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

The Door at
the End of the World
Author

Caroline Carlson

Reviewer

Taylor Nelson

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
288

Thirteen-year old Lucy Eberslee, deputy to the Gatekeeper and
paperwork extraordinaire, finds her life in total chaos when
her boss vanishes and the door they guard at the end of the
world breaks. To find out what happened, Lucy sets out with an
otherworldly boy, a mischievous smuggler, and a horde of magical
bees. They alert the authorities at Interworld Travel, but things go
awry when Lucy uncovers a conspiracy: someone is tampering
with the delicate fabric of time and space. Lucy and her crew set
out to save her world—and the other seven worlds along with it.
This book is fast-paced but well written, full of delicate world
building and magic. The idea of eight different worlds that are
connected is complex enough to keep readers hooked but not so
complex that it will be confusing. Lucy is an intrepid heroine, used
to being ignored and surprised to find herself full of courage and
ability. The story is fun and brisk and has lots of wonderful, bright
changes of mood and setting. Fans of Diana Wynne Jones will
love the story.

Year
2019

ISBN

9780062368300

Publisher
Harper

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The Enchanted Files:
Diary of a Mad Brownie
Author

Bruce Coville

Reviewer

Becky Jamieson

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
208

Year
2015

ISBN

9780385392471

Publisher

Random House Books
for Young Readers

Brownies are small magical creatures that bring mischief and
cleanliness to the human household they serve, and Angus is no
exception. Leaving Scotland, Angus comes to America to serve
Alex, a young girl who takes messiness to a new level. Angus does
a fine job of cleaning up after Alex and becoming her friend along
the way. Unfortunately, even this good work this does not stop
the curse that was placed on both their families by the Queen of
Shadows. The curse is ruining their lives, and the only way they
can stop it is to return the Queen’s daughter, the Princess of
Sunshine, to the Enchanted realm. Working together, they find a
way to return the Princess to her mother, thereby freeing them all
from the curse.
This book is written as if the words were taken directly from
Angus’s and Alex’s diaries. This epistolary format allows readers
to share the thoughts and feelings of the characters as they go on
their adventures. Many of the characters, including Angus, have
issues controlling their tempers, but Angus begins the hard work
of changing this bad habit. This character flaw allows readers
to receive the message that letting anger overcome you is not
a good response to an unpleasant situation. Another important
theme is that each of us is who we are because of the people in
our families that came before us. As Alex realizes that she knows
little of her family history and wishes to know more, readers can
see how important it is to connect to the past.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

The Hummingbird
Dagger
Author

Cindy Anstey

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
336

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250174895

Publisher

After tumbling out in a stagecoach accident, Beth recalls nothing
of her past. While housed in the Ellerby household and not even
remembering her real name, her only clue is a dreadful recurring
nightmare. Her screams echo through the halls as she imagines
a hummingbird dagger drinking her blood and the horrific scenes
that follow. When accidents start occurring around the area, it
appears that Beth’s arrival might have dire consequences. In
order to survive, they must find out who is after Beth and why.
Cindy Anstey writes a beautiful and elegant story that feels
polished to perfection. Her writing is captivating as readers hold
on, trying to make sense of the mystery. She doesn’t give away
too many details, just enough that you arrive at the conclusion
along with the characters. This multifaceted story is a sure crowdpleaser with the perfect dash of romance and intrigue. The story
is clean and the romance aspect has just the right amount of
blushing and awkward stumbling to make it feel like the perfect
love story without taking over the plot. The characters are all well
thought-out with their own flaws and personality traits adding
color to each page. This is a book that is perfectly balanced in
how it treats violence, romance, and mystery—showing aspects of
each genre without going too far.
*Contains moderate violence.

Swoon Reads

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The Library of Ever
Author

Zeno Alexander

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
191

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250169474

Publisher
Imprint

After Lenora’s parents leave on a trip, she’s left with her
inattentive nanny. Boredom awaits until they stop for a trip at a
library and she finds the most exciting adventure of all. Through
a secret doorway, Lenora finds herself in the Library of Ever and
quickly decides to join as a librarian. The life of a librarian is full
of surprises, what with time-traveling to the year 8000, shrinking
to the size of an ant, and even talking to penguins. Through all
her adventures, the forces of darkness are out to stop truth and
knowledge. It’s only with the help of her friends that Lenora can
combat evil and find her way back to the library.
A mix of The Magic School Bus and Alice in Wonderland, this book
has many fantastical elements as Lenora travels to miraculous
places. The flair of magic and the impossible is used to bring out
real life facts, teaching in a way that is fun yet still educational.
Zeno Alexander has done his research and it shows as readers
learn information and trivia about calendars, space travel, and
even tardigrades. On the surface, the forces of darkness seem
just like your normal villain, but they present an argument about
restricting library books they see as disturbing. Their argument
is that limiting books will make these children make future
discoveries, and making this laughable assertion allows Lenora to
swoop in and have a speech on how truth is more important than
limiting knowledge. Thus this book addresses interesting themes
like how libraries should not be businesses and how people
should not be able to ask for books to be removed based on their
content.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

The Little Guys
Author

Vera Brosgol

Illustrator
Vera Brosgol

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Preschool

Pages
38

The Little Guys are just that, the littlest guys in the forest, but
together they are strong. There are lots of little guys, so when
they stick together they can do great things. They can get plenty
of food, live without fear, and even beat up the big guys. They
can have everything they ever want all to themselves. But when
everything they want comes crashing down and they need help
from the big guys, the little guys learn it’s better to share with all
their friends in the forest.
The Little Guys is a very short book that that may appear random,
but when you dig a little deeper, it teaches a great message.
The little guys realize they can be stronger than the big guys and
then they start being greedy and selfish. This leads to a humbling
experience where they receive help from the big guys and learn
to share. The book shares the message that just because we
can oppress the people who might oppress us, doesn’t mean
we should. The book cover is very aesthetically pleasing and the
illustrations are cute and playful. The illustrations combined with
the simple but meaningful words create an impressive picture
book.

Year
2019

ISBN

9781626724426

Publisher

Roaring Brook Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The Nature Girls
Author
Aki

Illustrator
Aki

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

The Nature Girls explore and interact with the different biomes
of the world. They travel to the sea and swim with dolphins. They
listen to and sing with birds in the forest. They take a camel
ride in the dessert. They even go on a safari in the grassland.
When the girls’ journey must come to an end, it is clear more
adventures await them.
The Nature Girls is an eye-catching, colorful book that is engaging
and educational. It depicts positive role models for young girls of
exploration, curiosity, and learning. The rhyming text makes the
book fun to read and even listen to, especially for young readers.
The book includes a “Meet the Biomes” section in the back,
which encourages further learning by defining and describing all
the biome types with a child-friendly glossary structure. Delightful
in every way, The Nature Girls will take readers on an educational,
adventurous journey around our beautiful world.

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9781627796217

Publisher

Henry Holt and Company

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

The Night Bear
Author

Anna de Moraes

Illustrator

Thiago de Moraes

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Dependable

Level

Preschool

Do you have scary nightmares? Leave them out for the Night
Bear! The Night Bear is a happy creature that eats bad dreams.
The scarier the dream, the tastier to eat! In this Night Bear’s
search for food, he stumbles upon what looks like a very good
dream. Icky! He has to search to find someone who likes such a
thing.
The Night Bear is an adorable story. The book describes how
each of the nightmares taste to the Night Bear in a whimsical
way that makes them a lot less scary. This book could be used to
put nightmares in to perspective for little children by diminishing
them as something made up without discrediting the children’s
fear. It is beautifully illustrated. The Night Bear glows in the dark,
symbolizing the happiness and warmth he can bring to an initial
scary night. The book even includes instructions in the beginning
on how to leave a nightmare out for the Night Bear.

Pages
26

Year
2019

ISBN

9781541555099

Publisher

Andersen Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The Night Diary
Author

Veera Hiranandani

Reviewer

Erica Sonzogni

Rating
Excellent

Level

Nisha is a young girl living in India in the 1940s, a time full of
chaos, turmoil, and upheaval for her country. She writes down her
experiences in a diary. India is being divided so that a portion will
become Pakistan, where people who are Muslim will live. Since
many people who are Muslim live on the India side and others
who are Hindu live on the Pakistan side, thousands of families
must leave their homes to migrate to another region. Nisha’s
family are among the refugees who have to travel long distances
in brutal weather without any food or supplies in order to find
safety in a new land.

9780735228511

This book does a great job detailing the struggles of Nisha’s
journey, including severe dehydration, hunger, and violence. The
desperation of people who lost everything, including the lives
of people they loved, made them act in brutal ways. During one
scene in the book, a Muslim man put a knife to Nisha’s throat out
of anger towards a Hindu man who had killed his entire family.
Nisha survived the ordeal but wrote “Do people who kill start out
like me, or are they a different kind of human?” Readers can have
many deep conversations to try to analyze the characters’ actions
throughout the story, wondering what they would do and how
they would react to the situations in which Nisha’s family gets
involved.

Publisher

*Contains moderate violence.

Intermediate

Pages
264

Year
2018

ISBN

Dial Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

The Owls Have Come
to Take Us Away
Author

Ronald L. Smith

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate

Pages
215

Year
2019

ISBN

9781328841605

Publisher

Clarion Books

Simon loves aliens and anything fantasy related, something that
hasn’t always endeared him to his father. When they go on a
camping trip, Simon blacks out in the forest and wakes up with
a new scar on his stomach. Simon knows it was the Grays, an
alien race that abducted him. His parents have him meet with a
therapist, but Simon knows what he saw. The Grays come visit
him again with bad news concerning Earth. Between battling
bullies at school and the disappointment of his parents, Simon
has to get to the bottom of what is going on and why he was
chosen by the Grays.
This is truly a delicious read. Ronald L. Smith writes in a unique
way sure to keep you on your toes. He cleverly implements the
fantasy novel that Simon is writing to provide insight into Simon’s
own thought process. Even while transitioning through Simon’s
novel, his research, and the actual events taking place, the story
moves smoothly through each scene, and the attention to scenery
has just the right balance. The point of view is from Simon’s
perspective, which creates tension as readers are torn between
believing Simon or his parents’ more realistic explanation. As
it takes place on an Air Force base, there is a unique feel as
different rules are mentioned and protocols, making it feel
extremely realistic. Simon is also biracial, something that allows
for beneficial conversations about race and how people should
react to racism. The ending leaves plenty of room for another
book, but it sadly has an additional chapter 100 years later that
wraps things up a little too nicely.
*Contains mild language, mild violence, and mild substance
abuse.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The Pets You Get
Author

Adrian Reynolds

Illustrator

Thomas Taylor

Reviewer

Ariel Woodbury

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages
26

Year

A little boy’s sister gets a pet guinea pig, but he isn’t impressed.
There are way more exciting pets you can get! He wants to have
a fire-breathing dragon. Or maybe brown bear with big claws
and sharp teeth would be fun. Even dogs are more exciting than
a guinea pig! He holds the guinea pig and it climbs up his arm
with sharp little claws. Then he chases the guinea pig around the
house. The guinea pig is hard to catch and even better at playing
hide and go seek! He decides that maybe they aren’t so bad...but
he’d still like to have a dragon.
The Pets You Get has a simple and imaginative narrative which
mirrors that of young children. It has a wonderfully interwoven
message about gratitude for what we have and that appearances
are not everything. He learns that little furry animals can be
exciting, not just big scary animals with sharp teeth. This is
a great book about first impressions and judging based on
appearances. A lot of themes lend themselves here without much
applied effort and in an easy way for kids to understand and
identify with. The illustrations mimic Reynolds’ style and mainly
consist of large, simple images without unnecessary details.
Overall, it is a win for any story time!

2013

ISBN

9781467711432

Publisher

Andersen Press USA

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

The Rambling
Author

Jimmy Cajoleas

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary, Intermediate

Pages
291

Year
2019

ISBN

9780064298786

Publisher

HarperCollins

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

Buddy has always had the worst luck. When he almost burns
down his mother’s bakery, he decides it’s time to leave town
and live with his father by the swamp. But it’s only after one day
that his father is kidnapped and Buddy goes on an adventure
to try and save him. Along the way, Buddy almost gets eaten,
befriends a spider-folk, and learns about the magical game of
Parsnit. Parsnit is a magical game that uses cards as a way to tell
the most compelling story. Whoever tells the best story wins, but
if you lose, it could mean your death. Buddy must learn how to
play the game and have one final Parsnit duel if he wants to save
everyone he cares about.
The cover art is beautiful and mysterious, yet the title really
doesn’t mean anything to the story. The book does start off a
bit slow, but it picks up after the first couple of chapters. After
he gets started, Jimmy Cajoleas does a great job creating a
fast-paced plot where event after event happens, drawing the
reader in. The main character is eleven years old, but the book
is still appealing to a variety of ages. The writing style is mildly
distracting, with some sentences covering half of the page due
to the many commas used. There is an attempt to have an
almost southern accent at times, but it is random enough that
it sometimes became irritating to have things repeated such
as “I was headed right out of Collardsville, I was” or “I tripped, I
did.” The accent only has a few variations and isn’t tied to one
character. Overall, the book has a nice fast-paced plot that is
enjoyable, and the twist on tarot cards is well done.
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Book Review

The Selection #2:
The Elite
Author

Kiera Cass

Reviewer

Brooklynn Marshall

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
323

Year
2013

ISBN

9780062059963

Publisher
Harper Teen

In this second installment of the Selection series, seventeen-year-old
America Singer continues to participate in a competition for the hand
and heart of the prince. As this book begins, the competition group
has been narrowed down from thirty-four girls to only six—the elite.
America’s heart is split between a new life and love with Prince Maxon
and remaining true to her roots and first-love Aspen. This conflict of
interest places her at a serious disadvantage compared to the other
participants, and although Maxon has repeatedly shown patience and
mercy, her chance to choose her own future is quickly slipping away.
In the midst of her rollercoaster of emotions, America makes a public
decision that causes disastrous results. However, this serves as a
wake-up call to her true feelings and renews her dedication to remain
in the selection competition.
This novel continues to explore previous ideas in the series of power,
freedom, and choice. Questions are presented on how much control
individuals (or organizations) should be able to exercise over others.
This is seen through the tense relationship between Prince Maxon
and his father the king, the complications of the caste system, and
even the unorthodox relationship between America and her maids.
America demonstrates particular feelings of distress over the way
power is exercised—especially in the form of punishment. In addition
to this, the ability to choose is an extremely prevalent idea as readers
are encouraged to embrace opportunities to control their own fate.
This message is reflected through Prince Maxon’s frustrations with his
situation, America’s issue with determining the extent of her desire
to participate in the competition, and even in Aspen’s struggle with
the inequality of opportunities provided through the caste system.
Ultimately, these characters teach the reader the importance of
valuing and defending freedom. They promote the idea that as
we recognize the value of freedom, we must simultaneously take
advantage of opportunities we have to choose.
*Contains moderate language, mild sexual content, and mild
violence.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

The Stone Bird
Author

Jenny McCartney

Illustrator

Patrick Benson

Reviewer

Ariel Woodbury

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages
30

Eliza finds a small round stone that looks just like an egg. She
takes it home and enjoys the cool smooth stone against her face
and the weight of it in her palm. One day, the egg feels warm, and
that night she hears cracking noises. The next morning there is a
beautiful stone bird where her egg had been. As time goes on, her
bird lays its own egg. After it hatches, the two stone birds fly away
through her open window, but they return on her birthday to leave
her a single grey feather.
The Stone Bird has the feel of a classic fable, possibly because
its content is similar to The Mud Pony. In fact, this book is so
similar to The Mud Pony you definitely do not need both in your
collection. The story and style of the book is whimsical, but it
lacks the meat of a true fable. There does not appear to be any
kind of message or lesson in the story. That being said, however,
it is a still a sweet story about this girl’s attachment to her stone
creatures and is a good read. The illustrations are also well done,
offering unique perspectives and have a particularly beautiful
texture for the stone birds that distinguishes them from the rest
of the images.

Year
2018

ISBN

9781541514553

Publisher

Andersen Press USA

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The Sun Is
Kind of a Big Deal
Author

Nick Seluk

Illustrator
Nick Seluk

Reviewer

Ariel Woodbury

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages

Our solar system has its own star—the sun! Our sun isn’t the
biggest star (it just looks bigger than others from our perspective
on Earth). The planets move around the sun at different speeds
on their own special tracks called orbits. The sun does a lot for
everyone on Earth, including giving us light, keeping us warm,
powering the water cycle, and feeding plants.
Nick Seluk’s cartoon illustrations, complete with silly analogies
and speech bubbles, make learning about the solar system fun,
engaging, and easy for young minds to digest. There is a good
mixture of fun facts for kids to memorize and explanations of
astronomy concepts. Reading this book does not feel like work
since Seluk keeps everything light and entertaining. Each concept
receives a short but powerful explanation or description, so
this book is definitely geared toward young readers who haven’t
been introduced to the topics yet or who enjoy memorizing facts.
The lack of depth makes it a poor choice for most educational
purposes.

36

Year
2018

ISBN

9781338166972

Publisher

Orchard Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

The Three Vikings
Author

Adam Auerbach

Illustrator

Adam Auerbach

Reviewer

Ariel Woodbury

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool

Pages
36

Year
2019

Three Vikings dream of going to Valhalla, where the strongest and
bravest Vikings go. To get there, they must pass over the tallest
mountains, over the widest sea, and through the darkest forest.
A large troll blocks their way, but the strongest Viking throws
him back onto the mountain peak where he belongs. A kraken
threatens their ship, but the bravest viking leads it back to its
home in the water. They encounter a dragon and the littlest Viking
plays a song. The dragon likes the music and wants his lyre, but
the bravest and strongest Vikings give up their shields instead.
They finally reach Valhalla, where the littlest Viking is finally able
to help by singing to all the strong and brave Vikings there.
The Three Vikings has the same illustrative style of Adam
Auerbach’s other two books, Edda: A Little Valkyrie’s First Day
of School and Monkey Brother. Auerbach utilizes simple forms,
mainly solid colors and a cartoon-like style. The story seems to
be about a Viking family, though this is never stated. The three
Vikings stick together and use their unique abilities to help
them overcome obstacles as they progress along their journey
to Valhalla. This is a solid and enjoyable book about individuality
and the value of being unique. Adam Auerbach’s subtle humor
will amuse adult readers and make story time enjoyable for kids
and adults alike.

ISBN

9781627796019

Publisher

Christy Ottaviano Books

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The Unwanteds
Author

Lisa McMann

Reviewer

Meaghan Rockwood

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate, Young Adult

Pages
400

Year
2011

ISBN

9781442407695

Publisher

The Island of Quill is a peculiar place where all creativity is sent
to die. Every year, the people of Quill send all the too-creative
thirteen-year-old children to the island. Alex Stowe makes his
peace with the elimination process, says good-bye to his twin
brother Aaron and his parents, and prepares himself to never see
them again. As the doors close behind him, shutting him off from
the city of Quill, he prepares himself for elimination. Yet, instead
of finding a ‘death farm’ on the island, what reveals itself to
Alex is a magical place called Artime, where creativity is not only
accepted but encouraged. This book follows Alex’s progression of
creativity through art and magic.
The Unwanteds is a riveting dystopian novel and the beginning
of a wonderful, magical series. The main message of this book
is that creativity should be encouraged and is not something
to disparage. Creativity is an important part of any child’s life,
and this novel helps support that notion. The author does a
great job describing the setting and the action in an attentiongrabbing way. She invites you into the story by letting you use
your imagination and creative side. This is a book of family rivalry,
peril, acceptance, and creativity. This is one book recommended
for your classroom library!
*Contains mild violence.

Aladdin

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

The Weight of the Stars
Author

K. Ancrum

Reviewer

Taylor Nelson

Rating
Excellent

Level

Young Adult

Pages
384

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250101631

Publisher
Imprint

Ryann Bird used to dream of traveling across the stars. But her
parents have died, and she has had to give up her dreams of
space to stay solidly on earth, taking care of her little brother and
his baby son. But one day she meets Alexandria, a girl full of fury
who rejects Ryann’s friendship over and over. When an accident
leaves Alexandria with a broken arm, the two begin to draw closer
despite themselves, and Ryann discovers what Alexandria has
been hiding: she is the daughter of an astronaut who volunteered
for a one-way trip to the edge of the solar system. As their
friendship begins to deepen, Ryann learns how far she is willing
to stretch her limits, and just how much her friends are willing to
give up to support her dreams.
Ryann’s voice is what carries the book. Though the pace at times
drags a bit, Ryann’s compelling narrative—sharp, poignant, and
full of heart—makes the reader keep turning the pages. Ryann
is volatile and complicated, but her rough edges belie a soft
and sympathetic heart. Ryann’s friends, a group of misfits who
love each other for their differences, are a refreshing look at
high school relationships. The characters, rather than silently
accepting their lots in life, push toward the future at full speed,
taking their struggles and traumas by the horns and facing
them head-on. The Weight of the Stars shows how people with
weight pressing on their souls can find relief in supportive and
understanding friendships.
*Contains moderate language, mild violence, and mild sexual
content.

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019
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Book Review

The Wolf Who
Learned Self-Control
Author

Orianne Lallemand

Illustrator

Eleonore Thuillier

Reviewer

Ariel Woodbury

Rating

Dependable

Level

Primary

Pages
32

Wolf’s emotions are out of control! He jumps around from happy
to sad to angry and back in a minute. His wild emotions are
scaring his friends, so they try to teach him how to control his
emotions. Joshua teaches Wolf how to take deep breaths and
to do some yoga. Alfred teaches Wolf how to blow off steam by
exercising. Miss Yeti teaches Wolf that when our emotions get out
of control, we can always apologize. Finally, Alex teaches Wolf to
slow down and be intentional.
The Wolf Who Learned Self-Control is a good primer for emotional
awareness and self-soothing for children. However, it will require
additional support and explanation from the parent. The only
technique that the characters apply is deep breathing and yoga.
Children may have a hard time even recognizing why the other
lessons are included when the application is not obvious. There
is a lot of great emotional vocabulary in the book, conveniently
bolded in the text, that may be even more useful in expanding
your child’s emotional intelligence than the actual lessons the
author is trying to teach.

Year
2018

ISBN

9782733861479

Publisher
Auzou Books

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

Things I Should
Have Known
Author

Claire LeZebnik

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Dependable

Level

Young Adult

Pages
320

Year
2017

ISBN

9780544829695

Publisher

HMH Books for
Young Readers

Chloe has a hot boyfriend and an effortless social life, but her
home life is complicated. Her parents are divorced and her mom
is remarried to an obnoxious guy. Chloe also feels the constant
pressure of taking care of her sister. Even though Ivy is three
years older, she has autism and needs help navigating life. Every
time Chloe leaves Ivy behind, she feels guilty, and she constantly
worries about Ivy being lonely. So when Ivy expresses an interest
in Ethan, another kid with autism from her school, Chloe
encourages Ivy to pursue him. What she doesn’t know is that
Ethan’s older brother is none other than David Fields, one of her
least favorite people. But Chloe and David have a lot in common.
Where Chloe’s friends have never understood her relationship
with Ivy, David fills the same role in Ethan’s life and can relate
to the pressure that Chloe feels. As Chloe pushes Ethan and
Ivy closer together, she is also surprised to detect a friendship
developing between her and David.
This author does an excellent job of writing the character of Ivy.
The story illustrates Ivy’s limitations without at all demeaning
or belittling her. Though the story is mainly about Chloe in
her role as sibling and potential caretaker, it also follows Ivy’s
development, and her journey is just as complex and nuanced as
Chloe’s, though unique to her own set of challenges. This book
would be relatable for anyone who has a loved one with differing
abilities in the way that it covers both the joys and challenges
of being a caretaker. But it is also appropriate for those who do
not personally have experience with autism, and Ivy’s character
helps to bring awareness to the way that people with autism may
experience the world. Though Chloe and Ivy’s characters are well
written, other characters lack the same depth and tend to just
fill the stereotypical high school roles. In this way, the book is not
unique in its treatment of a high school story, but it does feature
family relationships in a new and interesting way.
*Contains moderate sexual content, and severe language.
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Book Review

Tom Gates: Extra
Special Treats (Not)
Author
L. Pichon

Illustrator
L. Pichon

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Intermediate,
Young Adult

Pages
221

Year
2019

ISBN

9781536207750

Tom Gates, doodler extraordinaire, can get into some mischief.
Whether it’s sneaking into the special treats that are hidden
around the house, playing loud music to annoy his sister, or
doodling all over his homework, there’s always some adventure
going on. Tom’s ultimate goal is to become a star pupil,
something that Marcus (a current star pupil) mocks him about.
But Tom won’t let that get him down as he combats the forces
of evil (aka Marcus) to work hard and turn in all of his crumpled
homework in the hopes that he can one day be a star pupil too.
This book could best be described as having the aspects of a
graphic novel with much more text. Each page is full of doodles,
small pictures, and little comments that give the book comedic
qualities. For students, this is a perfect bridge between graphic
novels and heavier texts. It’s a quicker read that both entertains
and gives a sense of accomplishment to readers, especially those
who struggle to make it through a whole book. The characters feel
real, as you get some of their thought processes and side notes
throughout the novel. This book feels like it really was written
from the perspective of a young person. It has the potential to
create an outlet for young aspiring writers to see a way that they
can also write. There is a lot here that can help students to feel
confident in their writing abilities and to understand that they can
just write who they are and make it fun as well. If you’re looking
for a fun read that can help students become more interested in
reading, then this could be the book for you.

Publisher

Candlewick Press

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

Tropical Terry
Author
Jarvis

Illustrator
Jarvis

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
31

Year
2019

Terry is little blue fish living in coral reef city, home to some of the
most dazzling tropical fish. While Terry has fun playing with his
friends, he wishes that the fancy tropical fish would play with him
too. Terry has the brilliant idea to bedazzle himself and become
the most dazzling fish of all. Gaining the friendship of all the most
popular fish is all fun and games until Eddie the eel shows up
looking for the fanciest fish for his dinner. Terry’s only option is to
lose the frippery items he put on and hide. Amazed at his hiding
abilities, the rest of the fish ask him to teach them, and Eddie the
eel spends the rest of his days merely eating sand sandwiches.
The words and illustrations really support each other to create
a great story. There are “swishy swishy swooshy” words written
on the pages and fun thought bubbles that make the story
entertaining to read aloud. The pictures are interesting to look at
with lots of different colors combining on each page. Addressing
such themes as dealing with those who don’t want to play with
you to learning to be yourself, the book ends on a fun note as
all the fish play together and Eddie the eel has to make due with
sand sandwiches for the rest of his days. Overall, this is a great
story full of colorful pictures that will continue to interest young
readers.

ISBN

9781536205466

Publisher

Candlewick Press
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Book Review

Unleaving
Author

Melissa Ostrom

Reviewer

Taylor Nelson

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
304

Year
2019

ISBN

9781250132819

Publisher

Feiwel & Friends

Nineteen-year-old Maggie survives a sexual assault at an offcampus party. When she reports the crime, the perpetrators—
popular athletes on the football team—are expelled, but Carlton
sports fans are outraged, and Maggie is ostracized and harassed.
Tired of the shame and victim-blaming, and still trying to come
to terms with her trauma, Maggie escapes Carlton to go live with
her Aunt Wren, an eccentric sculptor and artist who lives in an
isolated cabin. As time goes on, Maggie begins to slowly heal, in
part due to her blossoming friendship with Linnie, a young woman
with troubles of her own and a feisty five-year-old daughter, as
well as her correspondence with Jane, another victim of rape on
Maggie’s campus. As new and unexpected friendships develop,
Maggie learns more about her aunt and mother’s own history,
discovering along the way a strength inside herself that she never
knew she had.
This book deals with hard and emotionally traumatic topics in a
thoughtful and expressive way. The trauma Maggie experienced is
explored through PTSD flashbacks, which are not graphic or overly
descriptive but are highly emotive nonetheless. The sole focus of
the book is on Maggie and her recovery—there is absolutely no
romance in the book, which is refreshing given the “love solves
everything” trope in young adult literature. The story is entirely
character-driven, and every character is developed wonderfully,
with their own complex histories and struggles that have shaped
who they are. The support system that develops around Maggie
feels real and authentic, especially since each character is
battling their own demons. At times the pacing feels a bit off, with
some parts rushed that should have been explored in detail, but
overall Unleaving is an incredible healing journey that shows just
how important love, support, and understanding can be.
*Contains mild violence, moderate language, and mild sexual
content.

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

Velvet
Author

Temple West

Reviewer

Jessica Mellor

Rating
Excellent

Level

Caitlin lost her parents at seventeen and is now being shuttled
off to live with her aunt and uncle in a small town. Within a week
she is saved by her neighbor Adrian. Adrian in no way fits into the
small town and has the eye of every girl on him, yet when Caitlin
arrives in town, he’s the first to offer her a ride home. It turns out
that Adrian is a half-demon vampire, and Caitlin has unfortunately
attracted the attention of his demon father who is now after her.
With Adrian as her bodyguard and acting as her fake boyfriend in
order to stay close to her, she navigates through grief, love, and
friendship.

ISBN

While still resembling other vampire books, Velvet has a new twist
in how it scientifically explains vampires. It is also refreshing how
long Caitlin and Adrian kept up the fake relationship. It doesn’t
devolve into a real romantic relationship until the end. The story
isn’t just about the romance aspect either, but about Caitlin’s
anger and grief. Adrian seems like the ideal man, but Temple
West makes sure to include oddities about each of the characters
that help flesh them out a bit and feel more like real characters.
Sometimes people are just mad for no reason and you don’t know
what they’re thinking. On a side note, there was a lot of swearing
in the novel, but it didn’t come off as forced.

Publisher

*Contains severe language, moderate sexual content, and mild
substance abuse.

Young Adult

Pages
386

Year
2015

9781250057082
Swoon Reads
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Book Review

We Are in a Book
Author

Mo Willems

Illustrator
Mo Willems

Reviewer
Alyssa Hurst

Rating
Excellent

Level

Preschool, Primary

When Gerald sees someone watching himself and Piggie, they
discover that they are inside of a book. They find out that they can
create word bubbles and make the reader say different words,
like “banana.” But, when Gerald finds out that the book will end,
he and Piggie work together to come up with a plan for the reader
to read them again and again, before it’s too late.
This creative story is all about breaking the fourth wall. By
bringing the reader into the story as a character, the reader can
feel connected to Piggie and Gerald. As the characters explore the
elements of a text, from word bubbles to page numbers, readers
learn the basic elements of book design in a playful way. They
also learn problem solving as Piggie and Gerald come up with a
plan to ask the reader to read the book again. Not only does this
book encourage readers to become a part of the story and learn
about book skills, it does all of this at a beginning reading level
that reaches out to even the youngest of audiences.

Pages
57

Year
2010

ISBN

9781423133087

Publisher

Hyperion Books for
Children

https://scholarsarchive.byu.edu/cbmr/vol40/iss8/1
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Book Review

We’re Going On
A Treasure Hunt
Author

Kelly DiPucchio

Illustrator
Jay Fleck

Reviewer
Krista Alletto

Rating
Excellent

Level

Toddler, Preschool

Pages
32

Year
2019

ISBN

9780374306410

A pirate bunny and his pirate gang take to the seas on a hunt
for treasure. Their journey is filled with unexpected obstacles
including a giant squid, wicked whales, and a heavy hurricane.
They can navigate these difficulties well enough, but then a
huge ocean wave appears. The crew must walk the plank and
head for shore. Just as they near the gold treasure, they face yet
another problem: an army of bones! Despite the difficulties, they
find the treasure at last. But as the crew delights in their loot, a
small visitor appears and scares the crew all the way back to the
beginning, past the army, the hurricane, the whales and squid.
After all their adventures, the pirate bunny and his fellow pirates
decide that before they embark on another quest, they first need
a nap.
We’re Going on a Treasure Hunt is a delightful picture book that
is sure to capture children’s attention. The first thing readers will
notice and enjoy is the illustrations, which are bright and colorful
and span every page. The reader’s interest won’t end there.
The text has a rhyming, rhythmical pattern that is fun to read
and hear and will hook the reader from the start. The language
mimics pirate speech with lines like “Arms be thrashin’! Cut
the rope! Bravery is our only hope!” These elements effectively
bring the reader into the story and take them along for the fun
adventure. The tone of the book is playful and adventurous, and
it is appropriate for children ages three to eight. This rollicking,
entertaining book is sure to be a reader’s favorite.

Publisher

Farrar Straus Giroux
Book for Young Readers
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Book Review

What’s For Breakfast?
Author

Denys Cazet

Illustrator
Denys Cazet

Reviewer

Jamie Greenwood

Rating
Excellent

Level

Primary

Pages

Two owls, Pip and Rufus, are hunting for a mouse to add to their
breakfast soup. While searching, Pip crashes into a tree and finds
a mouse where he lands. They start talking and become friends.
The mouse, Theodore, helps Pip to perfect his swooping skills.
They meet up with Rufus, who thinks Pip has found the perfect
food, but Theodore offers him a banana instead. Rufus accepts
and goes off in search of a meadow mole to go with his banana
soup.
The theme of this book is underdeveloped. The ending includes
a few sentences that appear to be hastily added to give the story
added meaning or value, when in fact the rest of the story has
little to do with that particular message. The illustrations are
beautiful and depict a soft yet colorful twilight. The plot does not
include much action, but the characters are well developed and
the reader is easily able to follow the progression and growth
of each one. The book may not be entertaining for younger
audiences but may appeal to an older audience.

27

Year
2018

ISBN

9781250176486

Publisher

Roaring Book Press
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Book Review

When the Stars Come Out:
Exploring the Magic and
Mysteries of Nighttime
Author

Nicola Edwards

Illustrator

Lucy Cartwright

Reviewer

Amanda Morgan

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Primary

Pages
31

Year
2019

ISBN

9781944530235

Publisher

Little Tiger Press

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2019

When the Stars Come Out is a beautifully illustrated book full of
fun facts relating to the night. The book explains why the night
exists and how people have studied the nighttime sky throughout
history. It details what some of the discoveries have been,
including why the moon wanes and what the northern lights are.
The book answers questions about the earth at night and about
humans at night. Many different cultures are mentioned as the
book goes over the history of sleep and celebrations of the night.
The book explains that though nights are safer nowadays with all
the light, the sky has become very polluted by it. We can no longer
see the beautiful stars like those before us could. Whenever you
are in a place where you can fully appreciate the night, the book
urges us, don’t take it for granted.
This book is simply written and covers complex topics in an easyto-read way. The imagery in the words alone is outstanding and
is amplified by the unique illustrations. However, many big words
are used so the book might not be suitable for young children.
But it could be utilized as a tool to help older children learn
new words. Although it is a picture book, there is quite a bit of
writing per page, but as the text is spread artistically throughout
the illustrations, it doesn’t appear to be very wordy. This book
could be used for many purposes, including teaching about the
importance of sleep, raising awareness of light pollution, and
advocating for the needs of wildlife. The author does well at
covering these and many other topics in an inspiring manner.
The book reads leaves the reader with a desire to increase
their knowledge of the nighttime and spend a little more time
appreciating it.
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Book Review

White Rose
Author

Kip Wilson

Reviewer

Emma Patton

Rating

Outstanding

Level

Young Adult

Pages
368

Year
2019

ISBN

9781328594433

Publisher
Versify

Sophie Scholl is German, but she isn’t so proud of that fact.
Adolf Hitler is in power, and though her parents are both against
Hitler’s regime, they can’t do much about it. As Sophie watches
her brothers and boyfriend get called to fight for Germany, Sophie
feels that it is wrong for them to support of a dictator who is doing
such terrible things. When Sophie discovers that her brother Hans
is creating and distributing leaflets with radical messages as a
part of a resistance group called “White Rose,” she knows she
wants to help. The White Rose is a cause that Sophie believes
in, so when she and her brother are later caught and questioned
by the Gestapo, she does not feel any regret for participating in
something so dangerous. She feels sure that, no matter what
happens, she will be remembered as someone who bravely spoke
her mind in the face of corruption.
White Rose is very powerful. It creates a narrative out of the
lives of real people who were ultimately killed for their insurgent
actions. While the first-person account is not actually taken from
a diary, the words were written with the historical context in
mind, and these real people seem to be fairly and respectfully
represented. The entire book is written in verse, which easily
could have distracted from the substance, but instead adds to its
beauty and power. The format perfectly balances the somber tone
of wartime with quick-paced poems that manage to convey the
gravity of the events while still lending a welcome energy. Also,
though World War II Germany was filled with horrific happening,
these issues are discussed in vague enough terms that there is
no overly mature content. However, the story is still a very solemn
one, and author Kip Wilson manages to steer clear of sensitive
material without trivializing the story in the slightest.
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